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Field Preparation and Safety
1. Prepare a survival kit for the locations in which you spend your time. Make a list of the items that you think 

necessary for your area. Think about what you might need for fire-building, constructing an emergency shelter, 
getting drinking water, etc. Choose a waterproof container and collect these items and create your own 
survival kit. Then carry it with you whenever you go out. 

2. Share a brief story of an experience you’ve had that has resulted in an unsafe experience. This could be a near 
miss, being encouraged to work in an unsafe manner, an employer taking shortcuts, etc. Looking back on the 
experience, what could you have done to make it safer or remove the risk? Share your story on the PadLet.

This week will include the following activities.

Week 1 – Field Activity

Note Taking
Before going out in the field, create a title page for this assignment. Your title page should include:

• Project Name
• Date
• Location
• Equipment
• Tasks (for this exercise, your task is “describing an area as practice note taking”)
• Crew
• Weather
• Work Hours

• Go from where you live to somewhere nearby that has a few interesting features, such as a bridge across a 
stream, a clearing or meadow, a city park,… some place with a feature of interest. 

• On the title page, describe the weather according to the four components: temperature, precipitation, 
cloud cover, wind (direction and strength). 

• Describe the location of the site as best you can. Where is it? If someone else had to get to it based on 
your notes, how would you describe its location. Based on your description, would I be able to find it on 
Google Maps or Google Earth? 

• Determine hazards. What potential hazards do you see upon looking around? 

• Describe what you see. Is it level ground? Steep? Forested? Grasses? Are the trees deciduous or 
coniferous? Can you identify any of the species there? What are the principal features on the site? How 
large would you estimate is the area you are interested in? What shape is it? 

• Wander around in the area for 10 minutes. What else do you see when you look more closely? Evidence 
of wildlife? Of human presence (litter)? Record those in your notes. 

• Draw a sketch map while in the field of your area. Include the required parts of a map – title, legend, 
approximate scale, north arrow. Label the features of the area you want the reader to notice. 

• Photo-documentation: Photograph the site so the class will be able to see it. What are you showing in 
the photograph? What do you want to convey to the class? Photograph any unusual observations (e.g., 
bones, skulls, tracks, …).


