
Environmental Field Skills

Certificate Program

Train for Your Career in Natural Resources



Live class times:

• Two online instructor-led classes 

per week 

Ø Tuesday 4pm PST

Ø Sunday 4pm PST 

• Attendance

Please let us know you are here. We will provide you with an       

attendance link during ‘live’ sessions.

Announcements:



An Introduction



Welcome

The beginning of a journey …

EFS provides you with skills to work in …

Fish and fish habitat

Vegetation assessments Environmental monitoring Forests and forestry

Wildlife



And, this is only the beginning!

• Dynamic and varied field work

• Industry connections and 

promotions

• Further education and life-long 

learning



Your NRTG training

• Focused on real-world, practical skills

• Allows you to return anytime for the program without cost

• Gives you access to very experienced instructors and mentors 

to help you in your career down the road



Week 1:

• Introduction

• Essential skill #1: Field preparation, planning and, safety.

• Essential skill #2: Effective note-taking and data recording

Week 2:

• Essential skill #3: Measuring and estimating

• Essential skill #4: Map reading

Week 3:

• Essential skill #5: Compass use

• Essential skill #6: GPS use

Course schedule



Week 4:

• Essential skill #7: Measuring slopes and clinometer use

• Essential skill #8: Soil surveys

Week 5:

• Essential skill #9: Tree and plant identification

• Essential skill #10: Vegetation classification

Week 6:

• Essential skill #11: Forest Measurements

• Essential skill #12: Wildlife surveys and observation

Week 7:

• Essential skill #12: Wildlife surveys and observation (cont’d)

• Essential skill #13: Stream measurements for fish habitat

Course Schedule (cont’d)



Course Schedule (cont’d)

Week 8:

• Essential skill #14: Fish inventory

• Essential skill #15: Fish Identification

Week 9:

• Essential skill #16: Stream invertebrate surveys and water quality

• Essential skill #17: Environmental monitoring

Week 10:

• Essential skill #18: Worksite isolation

• Essential skill #19: Erosion and sediment control

• Program conclusion and wrap up



Grading

1. Completion of all on-line modules

2. Attendance in live sessions (or recording of these)

3. Submission of assignments

4. Participation (Padlet, in live sessions)

Grade

Description

Submission of assignments Participation

0 No submission No participation

1

Very few if any requirements 

met, very little effort 

demonstrated

Minimal participation

2
Most requirements met, 

insufficient detail.

Some or periodic 

participation

3
Most requirements met,

detail acceptable

Satisfactory 

participation

4
All requirements met with 

more detail needed.

Good participation.

5 All details included Excellent participation



Examples of past student assignments



What is required by an environmental technician?

Environmental

Technician

Attitude:

-> Positive approach

-> Work hard

-> Help each other

-> Respect opinions

Knowledge:

-> Traditional 
knowledge

-> Personal 

knowledge

-> Life experiences 

Skills:

-> Past skills

-> Life skills

-> Skills taught here


