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Take Home Exercises  

These exercises are meant to complement the course content and help you familiarize yourself with the 

reptile and amphibian species in your area and their habitat needs. 

Exercise 1a) Exploring the species of reptiles and amphibians that occur in your region 

Knowing the species that occur in your area is invaluable for planning purposes. Using field guides or 

web resources make a list of species that occur in your region (or a region you work in). If you live in BC 

you can also use the regional lists of species in Appendix 2A (Amphibians) and Appendix 2B (Reptiles) in 

the Best Management Practices for Amphibian and Reptile Salvage in British Columbia (LINK). If you live 

outside of BC, you can use a combination of Amphibian Web, provincial resources Provincial Herp 

Atlases, and range maps. Keep in mind that many of these resources are not updated often and may not 

include all species. 

 

Fig 1. (Fig 8. from the BC Salvage BMPS) 

https://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eirs/viewDocumentDetail.do;jsessionid=D620DD70F3D4D306BABFEBCD98D53165?fromStatic=true&repository=BDP&documentId=12490
https://amphibiaweb.org/maps/index.html
http://www.canadianherpetology.ca/conservation/atlas.html
http://www.canadianherpetology.ca/conservation/atlas.html
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Exercise 1b) Habitat requirements and survey methods 

Pick three species of reptiles and amphibians (three total not three of each) that you identified in 

Exercise 1a) and using the resources provided, or a field guide if you have one, write a few sentences 

about their habitat requirements and species biology. This can be written in point form but should be 

written in your own words. In addition, consider the following points: 

• What kind of developments are likely to pose a threat to the species you selected? 

 

• If you were involved in planning a project that overlapped the range of these species, how 

would you assess the presence (or potential presence) of these animals and the need for 

salvage? (Consider both desktop and field assessment methods) 

Please be prepared to share your insights on at least one species with the class on Day 2.   

 


